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swift but heavy seeming trot, the bells suspended from them
sounding as they go, and the whole procession retraces its
steps into the town
On the birth-day of Gunesh the poorer class prepare a sweet
cake, which the Dev is represented as holding in his hand, and
of which he is considered to be particularly fond, and, first
offering it to himself, break it in pieces, and throw it behind
the gram jars and heavy boxes, of which there are always
plenty in their houses The intention is to supply a feast for
the rats and mice, which Ihere abound, and which are esteemed
to be the attendants of Gunesh
It is a popular superstition that to behold the moon on the
night of ' Gunesh fourth' is unlucky, and that whoever does
so is sure to get into some disgrace in the course of the year
The evil may, however, be averted by incessant reiteration of
a sacred stanza Some persons take the precaution of shutting
themselves up in their houses, and closing all the windows
others who, for whatever reason, have been compelled to go
out of doors and to see the moon, throw stones at a neighbour's
door or upon his roof, in order that he may abuse them, and
that this harmless fulfilment of the ominous prediction may
avert more serious consequences
The day which follows the ' Gunesh fourth' is called the
' Sage's fifth ' * On this day the people of Goozerat, in com-
memoration of the sages who are supposed to have lived upon
uncultivated gram, use only such vegetable food as springs up
spontaneously
Many of the Jains observe a two-months' fast, which is
called ' the Pujoosun,' during the monsoon, supposing that
greater production of life than is usual then takes place The
fast is one of great seventy when strictly observed Shrawuks
should abstain from ablutions, and from every species of puri-
fication, and should take no sustenance but water, which has
been boiled and allowed to cool The greater number of the
Jams fast for a certain number of days, and every one is
expected to observe at least the last day of the Pujoosun, which
falls on the same day as the * Sage's fifth' At the close of
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